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Understanding and
Utilizing Basic Codes
Rodney Johnson, Manager IUPUI Office
Indiana University Office of Insurance, Loss Control and Claims
ICC Inspector II, IN Inspector I/II, Fire Instructor II/III

Code Official
•Retired City of Greenwood Fire Department
Division Chief / Fire Marshal
•1986 – 2016

Basic Codes
•What codes does a Code
Official, Design Professional
need in his or her library?

/
/

Basic
Understanding

•Basic understanding of
Indiana codes, how they
apply to a project.
•Designer
•AHJ / Code Official

Design Professional or
Code Official's

The big picture.

Resources

•Codes
•Electronic versions
•Hard copies

Indiana Codes
/
/

• 2014 Indiana Building Code (675 IAC 13-2.6)
• 2012 International Code with Indiana amendments (12/1/14)

• 2014 Indiana Fire Code (675 IAC 22-2.5)
• 2012 International Code with Indiana amendments (12/1/14)

• GAR General Administrative Rule (675 IAC 12-1.1)
• Various other Indiana adopted codes and standards,
with Indiana amendments

State Budget Agency / Office of Management & Budget

Rule Adoption Process

Send proposed rule to
SBA/OMB

Under IC 22-12, 22-13, 22-14, 22-15
Review Committee/Staff Produce
Proposed Rule in LSA Format
including all fiscal impact
(Can take several months)
IC 4-22-2-20
IC 4-22-2-28

Send Notice
of Intent to
Adopt LSA
IC 4-22-22-23

Receive approval from
SBA/OMB

Notice of Intent to adopt a rule
published in the “Indiana Register”
(Rule shall be approved by Governor within 1
year of publication of “Notice of Intent to
adopt”)

Publish proposed
rule in Indiana
Register
IC 4-22-2-24

Indiana Legislative Services

Summary of public
hearing provided to
Commission

Public Hearing
IC 4-22-2-26

RE-submit to
Attorney
Generals Office

Commission required to
re-adopt proposed rule

Possible adoption by Commission
(Includes staff recommended changes and
changes from public hearing)
IC 4-22-2-29

Proposed rule can be
“recalled” by Commission
Staff if correction needed
for legality review

If
recalled

Attorney
Generals
Office
(45 days)
IC 4-22-2-31
No recall

Effective Date of
promulgated rule
IC 4-22-2-36

No sooner than 30 days

Rule submitted to
publisher
(IC 4-22-2-35)

Governor’s Office
(15 days can request additional
15, request must be published
in Indiana Register
IC 4-22-2-33

10/1/2010

Examples of Standards within the
Indiana Fire Code and Building Code
/
/

•National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standards
•NFPA 10 Portable Fire Extinguishers
•NFPA 13 Installation of Sprinkler Systems
•NFPA 13R Sprinkler Systems in Residential Occupancies Up to
Four Stories in Height
•NFPA 25 Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of Water Based
Fire Protection System
•NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm Code
•Numerous NFPA design standards

Indiana Building Code
675 IAC 13-2.6
/

/

The Blue Book

Indiana Building Code (675 IAC 13-2.5)
•The code of record, when the building is designed and
built to.
/

/

•Definitions Chapter 2.
•Occupancy Classification Chapter 3.
•Special Occupancies Chapter 4.
•Area and Height Chapter 5.
•Types of Construction Chapter 6.
•Fire and Smoke Protection Features Chapter 7.
•Interior Finishes Chapter 8.
•Fire Protection Chapter 9
•Means of Egress Chapter 10.

Indiana Building Code(675 IAC 13-2.6)
• 101.2/ Scope and Purpose
/

• (1) The scope and purpose of this code is to establish the minimum
requirements for the following:
• (A) Construction, addition, alteration, erection, or assembly of any part of a Class 1 structure at the site
where the structure will be used.
• (B) Installation of any part of the permanent heating, ventilating, air conditioning, electrical, plumbing,
sanitary, emergency detection, emergency communication, or fire or explosion suppression systems for a
Class 1 structure at the site where it will be used.
• (C) Work undertaken to alter, remodel, rehabilitate, or add to any part of a Class 1 structure.
• (D) Safeguarding life or property from the hazards of fire and explosion for Class 1 structures.
• (E) Fabrication of any part of a Class 1 industrialized building system for installation, assembly, or use at
another site, except mobile structures.
• (F) Work undertaken to relocate any part of a Class 1 structure, except a mobile structure.
• (G) Assembly of a Class 1 industrialized building system that is not covered by subdivision (5), except
mobile structures.

• (2) Detached one (1) and two (2) family dwellings and townhouses not more than three (3)
stories high, and their accessory structures shall comply with the Indiana Residential Code, 675
IAC 14..

Class 1 Structure 22-12-1-4

/

Class 1 Structure 22-12-1-4 (2)
/ c. 4 . (a) “Class 1 structure” means any part of the following:
• Se

• (1) A building or structure that is intended to be or is occupied or
otherwise used in any part by any of the following:
• (A) The public.
• (B) Three (3) or more tenants.
• (C) One (1) or more persons who act as the employees of another.

• (2) A site improvement affecting access by persons with physical
disabilities to a building or structure described in subdivision (1).
• (3) Outdoor event equipment.
• (4) Any class of buildings or structures that the commission
determines by rules to affect a building or structure described in
subdivision (1), except buildings or structures described in
subsections (c) through (f).

IC 22-12-1-5
•"Class 2 structure“
•One or Two family

Indiana Fire Code 675 IAC 22-2.5
/
/

The Red Book

Indiana Fire Code (675 IAC 22-2.5)
/
/

•The code of record, when the building is
designed and built too.
•Maintenance code

•Has some design chapters and sections.

Indiana Fire Code (675 IAC 22-2.5) (2)
•101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall
apply to existing conditions as well as to
conditions arising after the adoption thereof.
/

/

•Buildings, systems, and uses legally In existence
at the adoption of this code shall be permitted to
continue so long as they are maintained in a
condition that is equivalent to the quality and fire
resistive characteristics that existed when the
building was constructed, altered, added to, or
repaired.

National Fire Protection Association
NFPA Standards
•Numerous NFPA standards are
referenced throughout the codes.
•Industry may use a newer standard or
newer code section for designing.
•Example NFPA 45 Standards on Fire
Protection for Laboratories Using
Chemicals.

Indiana Fire Code (675 IAC 22-2.5) (3)
•Chapter 80 Referenced Standards. The code contains
several references to standards that are used to
regulate materials and methods of construction.
•Chapter 80 is organized in a manner that makes it easy
to locate specific standards. It lists all of the referenced
standards, alphabetically, by acronym of the
promulgating agency of the standard.
•The list also contains the title of the standard; the
edition (date) of the standard referenced; any
addenda included as part of the ICC adoption; and
the section or sections of this code that reference the
standard.
/

/

Indiana Building Code (675 IAC 13-2.6)
•Chapter 35 Referenced Standards. The code
contains numerous references to standards that are
used to regulate materials and methods of
construction. Chapter 35 contains a
comprehensive list of all standards that are
referenced in the code, including the appendices.
•The list also contains the title of the standard; the
edition (date) of the standard referenced; any
addenda included as part of the ICC adoption;
and the section or sections of this code that
reference the standard.
/

/

Supplemental items
/

•Handbooks
•Commentaries
/

•State code interpolation's
•Non-Rule Policy Documents/Interpretations of
the Commission's Rules

G.A.R

ARTICLE 12. ADMINISTRATION Rule 1.
General Provisions (GAR)
/
/

•Rule 1.1. General Provisions
•675 IAC 12-1.1-1 Title; availability
•Sec. 1. (a) This article shall be known as the
General Administrative Rules for the following:
•(1) The commission.
•(2) The division.

675 IAC 12-1.1-2 Purpose
•Authority: IC 22-13-2-13
/

/

•Affected: IC 22-11; IC 22-12; IC 22-13; IC 22-14; IC 2215
•Sec. 2. The purpose of this article is to provide for
administrative procedures and general provisions for
the following:
•(1) The commission.
•(2) The division.

675 IAC 12-1.1-3 Statutory authority
•Authority: IC 22-13-2-13
/

/

•Affected: IC 22-11; IC 22-12; IC 22-13; IC 22-14; IC
22-15
•Sec. 3. IC 22-11 through IC 22-15 establish the
authority, power, and duties of the following:
•(1) The commission.
•(2) The division.

675 IAC 12-1.1-4 Definitions
• Authority: IC 22-13-2-13
/

/

• Affected: IC 10-19-7; IC 22-11; IC 22-12-1; IC 22-12-2-1;
IC 22-13; IC 22-14; IC 22-15
• Sec. 4. (a) The definitions in this section apply throughout
this title.
• (b) "Commission" refers to the fire prevention and building
safety commission as established by IC 22-12-2-1.
• (c) "Department" refers to the Indiana department of
homeland security as established by IC 10-19-7.
• (d) "Division" refers to the division of fire and building
safety of the department established under IC 10-19-7.

Commission

Commission Members
/
• IC
22-12-2 Chapter 2. Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission
/

• Sec. 2. (a) The commission consists of eleven (11) members, nine (9)
of whom shall be appointed by the governor.
• (b) The term of a commission member is four (4) years.
• (c) The state health commissioner or the commissioner's designee
shall serve as a member of the commission, and the commissioner of
labor or the commissioner's designee shall serve as a member of the
commission.
• (d) Each appointed member of the commission must have a
recognized interest, knowledge, and experience in the field of fire
prevention, fire protection, building safety, or other related matters.
• (e) Not more than five (5) of the appointed members of the
commission may be affiliated with the same political party

675 IAC 12-1.1-5 Organization of the rules of
the commission
/

/

• Sec. 5. The rules of the commission are organized in
this title as follows:
• (1) 675 IAC 1 through 675 IAC 11: Repealed.
• (2) This article: Administration. (675 IAC 12)
• (3) 675 IAC 13: Building Codes.
• (4) 675 IAC 14: One and Two Family Dwelling Code.
• (5) 675 IAC 15: Industrialized Building Systems.
• (6) 675 IAC 16: Plumbing Code.
• (7) 675 IAC 17: Electrical Codes.
• (8) 675 IAC 18: Mechanical Code.

Sec. 5. The rules of the commission are organized in this
title as follows:
• (9) 675 IAC 19: Energy Conservation Codes.
/

/

• (10) 675 IAC 20: Swimming Pool Code.
• (11) 675 IAC 21: Safety Codes for Elevators, Escalators, Manlifts
and Hoists.
• (12) 675 IAC 22: Fire Prevention Codes.
• (13) 675 IAC 23: Recreational Facilities.
• (14) 675 IAC 24: Supplementary Fire Safety Rules.
• (15) 675 IAC 25: Fuel Gas Code.
• (16) 675 IAC 26: Regulated Explosives; Use and Licensure.
• (17) 675 IAC 27: Indiana Visitability Rule for One and Two Family
Dwellings and Townhouses.

Variances
/
/

•What is a variance?
•Rule 5 675 IAC 12-5-1 Purpose
•Sec. 1. The purpose of this rule (675 IAC 12-5)
is to establish administrative procedures and
general provisions for the Commission in the
exercising of its variance authority under IC
22-13-2-11.

Variance 675 IAC 12-5-1
•Why apply for a variance?
•(1) compliance with the rule will impose an undue
hardship upon the applicant or prevent the
preservation of an architecturally significant or
historically significant part of a building or other
structure; and
•(2) either:
•(A) noncompliance with the rule; or
•(B) compliance with an alternative requirement
approved by the body adopting the rule; will not
be adverse to the public health, safety, or welfare.
/

/

Rule 5. Variances

NOTE: Emergency Rule, LSA Document #19-333(E),
temporarily supersedes, adds, and repeals sections in 675 IAC 12-5,
effective July 2, 2019.
/

/

See LSA Document #19-333(E) posted at 20190703-IR-675190333ERA.
LSA Document #19-333(E) expires July 1,2021.
• TITLE 675 FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING SAFETY COMMISSION
• Emergency Rule LSA Document #19-333(E)
• DIGEST
• Temporarily amends 675 IAC 12-5, and repeals 675 IAC 12-5-3,
675 IAC 12-5-8, and 675 IAC 30-2 to implement IC 22-13-2-11.
Statutory authority: IC 22-13-2-11(j). Effective July 2, 2019.

Variances (3)
•What is a variance category?
/

/

•A" category = staff recommendation is for
approval with no equal alternatives because
of noncompliance is not adverse.
•"B" category = staff recommendation is for
approval with equal alternatives as stated by
the proponent.
•"C" category = reserved, meaning staff
believes Commission needs to discuss entirety.

Variances (4)
/

•What is a variance category?

/

•"D" category = recommendation is for
denial.
•"I" category = incomplete (with permission
of the Chairman).
•"NVR" category = no variance required.
•"T" category = tabled.

Questions

Rodney Johnson
Indiana University
Office of Insurance, Loss
Control and Claims
Email: rocujohn@iu.edu

